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the Bat, who devours tribe after tribe of Indians and is finally
killed by the hero and eaten by the people, was the mammal
of that name or a ferocious but human savage.
From incidental references we gather that the Uitoto
Indians studied by Dr. Preuss are nominal Christians, or at
all events baptized.     But they are said to have kept their
old customs and dances, and some of these are described by
Dr. Preuss.    Amongst them are the Festival of Manioc or of
the Ancestors (pki-md]^ which, as witnessed by Dr. Preuss,
included flute-playing, dances, and a sham fight with spears
between the inhabitants of the two villages.    Another is a
festival of ball-playing (uike), in which an india-rubber ball
is thrown between the players, who strike it with their knees
and keep it as long in the air as possible.    This festival is
celebrated every second year in the dry season, either in
March or September, when fruits are plentiful;  it lasts for
some time, with intervals of four days, during which stories
are told by night.    Another festival, called dyadiko, has for
its main feature a dance of men on the hollowed-out trunk
of a tree, which has been felled for the purpose and painted
on the outer side with the devices of an alligator, a woman's
face, and  a  water-snake, on  which  many butterflies  are
perched.    Another festival, also characterized by dances, is
celebrated at the making of a pair of drums (huare) ; another
used to be held on the return of warriors from battle, after
they had partaken of the flesh of slain foes or prisoners,
whose skulls were hung from the beams of the roof and
their teeth worn as necklaces.    Many stories were told in
the nights preceding this festival.    Another festival, called
meni) is or used to be held by the medicine-men, when they
caught in the air the fluttering spirits of the dead, who cause
sickness and death.    Having captured these vagabond and
dangerous spirits, the medicine-men shut them up in nuts,
which they sealed with wax and buried in the ground, thus
disposing of the cause of sickness and ensuring the recovery
of the sick.    When caught and rubbed between the hands
of the wizards, the souls of the dead presented the appearance
of small pebbles.
Myths and festivals are explained by Dr. Preuss as all
alike referring to the phases of the moon.    Thus, in regard